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| Of «ſad and lamentable 1 
Which hajipened on Subdey Night, t the Xo of 
this laſtant eh | 


Lo XDOX. 


MO NG all the Elements Heaven created 

- ſor the extraordinary uſe 'and * profitable 
; | ſupporture of the life of Man, there is none 
. ſo ſubtile, ſwift in motion, and "conſuming, 
3: .: asthat Fire, whoſe inevitable force has tov 
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often been experienced KS, ruine and defolation of 
Cities, Towns, Caftles, Churches, and the like, whoſe 
fligty VValls in"yain c6ntend;/againſt 5its rage ;,, the 
ſtrongeſt Bulbworks that'. the Art off man/ can form, 
are not of force ſufficient to repell thoſe flames, nor 
hold a fiege”againft/theircfurious onſet : the. very 
dread of its impetuous violence o'rc-aws the ſenſe, and 
puzles tigedful art; efpecially when unezpetted it 
rebels 'amd ſtarts from jts obedience and morg kind- 
ly ſervice due to4Man ; and fills the — with 
dolcful Out-crics, and Allarms all the ſleepy Rounds, 
w_ drowſie Mortals, that ſecurely did repoſe, and 
dread: of! no ſbchAlls,. tart half amazed from their 
diſturbed ſlumbers, and; with-ſpeed deſert their tottering 
Fabricks, to fecure their Lives; - and keep them ſafe 
from the approaching flames, whoſe thirfty jaws till 
feed on ruine, and With crackling Menaces purſue 
the ſcorched Fuel, nor ſpare they ought that obvious 
Rand-to-their deviuring rage ; and ſure it is moſt ſad 
if we cfrſder, that peaple / who but ſotne, few! bours 

before had Hyuſes, Gbods, ad all chingsneceffary at 
command, and in ſo ſhort a tinſe be diſpoſſeſſed of all, 
and forc*&>to ſeek them H bitations where they may; 
as hath fre orfy tonfiduhes in (\noft Ill the dread» 
ful Conflagrations that hive happened in this our 
Land, as1o the late moſt lamentable je m/e - 
- 'our great, Metropolis: and. many other, Fiers lince 0 

ſmaller pgic +} but,.among all hed teful accidents of 
. that 2matt fajal- kind, this ſo lately happening, where- 
- of now ſhall treat, for furioufoeſs and (hortaeſs of con» 


tinuancs;may cqual any, pf former times: efpecially if we 
conſider what vaſt ſub Fe tb |#ngs tr.confumed; and 
thus it happened - On Sunday Night,the 27th of Zanuary, 
between eleven and twelve, the V V ind being ny - 
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North North.Eaft, .S ſo exceeding ſharp ard" dfy,' 
- thelike whereof has not of late been known, fo that 


the Themes was almoſt. frozen over, being then atlow 
VVater; the Porter, being at the Gate, as His vfyal 


- manneris, go wait for ſome Geatlmen of that Inns of 
\ Court,c] mean the middle Temple, cſpide a glimmering 


of light; which ftill increaſing greater, till at [aft he 
could perceive it to be a perfect. Fire, whereat he gave 
the uſual Allarm , but before the Engines could be 
brought, or help ſufficient'came, it got-to ſuch a vehe. 
ment head, .and bcing much augmented by bluſtring 


_ VViads, its ravenous Flames drove on apace ; in the 
| mean while his Grace the Duke of Afonmenth, and my 
Lord of Craven, my Lord Duroſs, and others of the Noe 


bility came to give neceſſary Orders for the preſervation 
of ſeveral places of importance, as the Outward and 


Middle Temples Halls, and likewiſe the Middle 7 emple 


Church, and for the fectiringit from incroaching towards 
Fleet-ftreee, and the Strand, which it ſo vehemently 
endeavour'd, that had not his Grace the Doke of Mon- 
mouth given order to put ſuch effcCtual means'in execu. 


tion, it had ſurcly done ; : the which to prevent, he com- 


manded the Houſes before i itto be blown up, and went 
himſelf from place to place, with his Attendants, and 


-oftea-times hazarded his Perſun by the blowing up hou- 


{cs, the, falls of Tyles and Tymber, to give neceflary 


orders*where moſt need required ; and by lis Graces 
Exam: 


. _ 


Example the People were ſo annimated, that they unant- 
mouſl; labourcd for the ſuppreſſion of it ; but the Froſt 
being ſo vehement, they were much troubled to get 
VVater; to ſupply which, and not ſlip any opportunity, 
inthe farther Temple they ſupplyed the Engin with Bear 
for many hours, the VVind Riill whirling the Flame a- 
bout, whoſe Sheets of Fire were obſcrved to fly a vaſt 
way, and the big Sparks of Fire carried with the VVind 
quite croſs the Thames, After ſome time his Grace ſent 
ſor more Engineers, and commanded them to blow up 
round the Fire, whilt my Lord of Cravon and my Lord 
Mayor, with the two Sheriffs, noted the Houſes de- 
ſigned for that purpoſe, and uſed their utmoſt dilligence> 
There were many of His Majeſtics Foot-guards, who 
behaved themſelves very bravely, and many times en- 
dangered their Lives; and likewiſe the Orange-colour- 
ed Train-Band-Meov, who by my Lord Mayors order 
attended to ſce that no Pillagers went away with Pco- 
ples Goods, under pretence of helpiag them, as many 
times baſe Fellows have done at ſuch calamitous oppor- 
eunities. After ſome ſearch they found the Pipes in 
Fleer-ftreet, and cut them, and turned the Water down; 
but it froze as faſt as it came, and often ſtopped the 
Spouts of the Engines ; but after the blowing up of a- 
bout thirty two houſes or Tenements, the Fire began 
to decline, many of the Paper Buildings that firſt rook 
Fire bcing conſumed, and a great ſtack of Chimaies and 
a double Brick V Vall defending to the [V Vaterſide ſtay- 
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_ edit that way, and the people on the other Gees, draw: 


ing away the blown up Timber before the Fire: after 
the.greedy flame had for eight Fours devour'd with. 
out-inter miſſion, 2nd all the Fuel ſpent it could come at ; 
taving conſumed mIre thaa fifty houſes, beſides 
what was blown up and beaten down, wag..quenched 
and brought under, to the great joy and ſatisfaQtion of 
allthe Inhabitants round about, the which was effec- 
edthe next morning about fix or. ſeven of the Clock. 
Thanks to the A'mighty be for ever rendered. 


It began in Temple. Lane, at a Lawyers Chamber, a. 
bout the middle of the Lane; but by what means it hap- 
ned is not as yet certainly known, The Middle Tew- 
ple received moft dammage, five Courts therein being al- 
moſt conſumed, and.the Church much ſhattered by the 
blows of Powder, and port of the Hall burnt, There 
were thice killed, and fix wourded; and it js ſup- 
poſed there may be more not yet found. fobhn Arkins, 
a Glaſier, was the firſt that was killed, by the fall of a 
Chimncy ; 7-mes Sleter, a Scaman, killed by a piece of 
Timbcr blown from a Houſe before the Church ; George 


- Callir, a Labourer, killed by the fall of Timber ; and 


my Lord of Daroſs, by hazarding his Perſon for 
the Publique good, was very much hurt by a piece of 
Timber that was ſhattered from a Houſe: Willian 


Gregory had his Leg broke, and another his Shoulger,' 
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by their too reſolute agventyring; although at every 
blowing the warning was given by beating of a Drum 
three difſtiaCt times. "The places damaged by the Fire 
were, Brick. Court, Hare-Court, E lens. Court,” Outward- 
Temple Court, Vine- Conrt, © * Pumg-Conre,” and” others. 
Now one may hope theſe Calamities wilt be a Caution. 
and Warning, to all careleſs People, to be'more mind- 
fol, and not by G__ to rvine themſelves ard others, : 
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